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face of Europe.   Two nations, Italy and Germany, were to
arise and change the whole of the future.
Palmerston was considered by the nation to have retrieved
the country from the disgrace which the early conduct of
the Crimean War had brought upon it.   He was now, by a
r sudden freak, to lose his popularity.    Napoleon III was
always regarded by Englishmen as a somewhat doubtful
intriguer.   In 1858, an Italian, Orsini, threw a bomb at him
as he drove to the opera in Paris, and when the pieces of the
bomb were examined, it was found that it had been made in
London.  It was proved, too, that the plotters had held their
meetings there.     The French Government were highly
indignant, and Palmerston wished to placate them. Whereas
both court and nation were slightly hostile to Napoleon III,
Palmerston in a contradictory way, always admired him,
partly because he deeply distrusted the family of Louis
Philippe, and he promptly brought in a Conspiracy to Murder]
Bill, making a " conspiracy" punishable by life imprison-'
merit. The country considered this to be giving in to French',
dictation in British affairs, the bill was rejected, and Pal- \
merston resigned.
For a few months the Tories kept in office, and then a
general  election  showed  that  the  country had  forgiven
Palmerston's lapse.    He came back, and with Lord John
Russell and Gladstone formed what was nicknamed the
The Triumvirate.   He held office for the rest of his life.  During
T\?irate these years he gave a definitely Liberal tinge to our foreign
(i859J policy, and the time is important for the great changes which
took place abroad.
Italy had hitherto been split up among various States
union of and rulers, but during the early part of the nineteenth
Italy century her patriots had struggled to give her unity and
independence.   First the writers had stirred up her spirit,1
and now came the turn of the soldiers and the statesmen.
1 Mazzini, her most famous republican, lived in exile in London and was a
close friend of the Carlyles Mrs Carlyle was devoted to him, but said he had
not enough organizing ability to run even a Sunday School*